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ishnient, she may be forced by her husband into
acts of immorality which degrade her as a woman,
not only in her own eyes, but in those of the
companions of her shame. If she commits adultery
without her husband's leave, his custom allows him
to slit her nose; yet when the whimsy takes him,
he may sell her charms to a passing guest. In
the freedom of his forest life, it is common for the
Shoshonee and the Comanche to offer his squaw
to any stranger visiting in his lodge. The theory
of the wigwam is, that the female member of it is
a chattel, and that her beauty, her modesty, her
service, belong to her lord only, and may be given
as he lists. ' For her there is nothing save to hear
and to obey.

And the Indian  squaw is what such rules  of

life must make her.    If her mate is cruel iii dis-
*

position, she is savage; if he is dirty in person,
she is filthy; if he is lax in conduct, she is shame-
less. When anything base and monstrous has to
be done, it is left to- the squaws. If an enemy
is to be tortured, the women are set upon him.
A brave might club his prisoner to death by a
blow, but the sharper and slower agonies caused
by peeling off his skin, by tearing out his nails,
by breaking his finger-joints, by putting fire